
Simultaneous displays 
are a pleasant part of a 
chess professional’s life. 
It’s a good opportunity to 
connect with other players 
of varying strengths and 
normally goes down well 
with your opponents too. 

The RAC Club recently 
hosted a spectacular 
event, which magnified the 
feel-good factor by inviting 
10 English GMs to give 
10-board simuls over three 
rounds. 

Several players notched 
up some notable scalps, 
scoring two points from 
their three games: Yaroslav 
Voropayev, Richard  Hall, 
Chris Gant and 10-year-
old Matthew Wadsworth, 
who rather unsportingly 
decimated my forces with 
a very neat combination in 
our game.   

The simul king, however, 
was Stephen Gordon with 
an excellent 29/30 score, 
one and a half points ahead 
of the next best effort. 
Not too many games have 
survived from the event, so 
here is a typically smooth, 
controlled positional win 
from the recently concluded 
Bundesliga season:  
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Z. Hracek – S. Gordon
Bundesliga 2010

20.Bc4xe6 
White has reasonable 
compensation for the pawn 
after 20.Bc4-b3 Qc7-a5 
21.0–0. The exchange 
of bishops is very useful 
for Black as it covers the 
sensitive d5 and f5 squares.  
20...  f7xe6 
21.a4-a5                  Bf8-h6 
22.Ra1–a4               Ke8-f7
Black’s only problem is his 
king position, so Stephen 
walks it towards the 
kingside, connecting his 
rooks. 
23.0–0                  Qc7-c5 
24.Rf1–d1
24.Ne3-c4 Rc8-c6 
25.Qe2-d3 was a better try. 
24...                Bh6xe3 
Very good judgment.  
The newly-created 
doubled pawns prove very 
vulnerable. 
25.Qe2xe3              Qc5xe3 
26.f2xe3                  Rc8-c6 
27.Ra4-b4               Rg8-b8 
28.Nc3-a4               Kf7-g6 
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29.Rd1–d3 
White should have sat tight 
with 29.Kg1–h2.  
29...  b7-b5 
Tactically alert, exploiting 
White’s awkwardly placed 
rook on b4. 
30.a5xb6  a6-a5 
31.Rb4-b5               Nf6xe4 
32.Rb5xa5
Or 32.c2-c3 Nd7-c5 
33.Na4xc5 Ne4xc5 
34.Rd3-d1 Rb8xb6. 
32...                Rc6xc2 
33.Ra5-b5               Rc2-c4 
The idea from the game 
could have been executed 
immediately: 33...Rc2-c1+ 
34.Kg1–h2 g4-g3+ 
35.Bh4xg3 Nd7-f6 soon 
leads to mate. 
34.b2-b3 
The only way to prolong 

proceedings was 34.Na4-c3 
Ne4xc3 35.b2xc3 d6-d5. 
34...               Rc4-c1+ 
35.Kg1–h2               g4-g3+ 
36.Bh4xg3               Nd7-f6 
White resigned, as his king 
has unexpectedly been 
caught up in a mating net.

We finish with a sharp 
struggle from the  
US Championships, which 
boasted an impressive first 
prize of $40,000. 
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A. Shabalov – R. Hess
US Championships 2011

16.a2-a4 
Typically Shabalov goes for 
a sharp option, 16.e5xf6 
Bg7xf6 is fine for Black. 
16...  f6xe5
17.f4-f5
Better was 17.a4-a5. 
17...  g6xf5 
18.Rf1xf5                Kc8-b8
19.Qe2-f2 
The queen is not happily 
placed here. 19.a4-a5 was 
still better. 
19...  e5-e4 
20.a4-a5
The tactical justification 
for Black’s last move was  
20.Rf5-f7 Bg7-d4. 
20...  e4-e3 
The pawn gains in strength 
with every advance. 
21.Qf2-e1               Nb6-c8 
Utilising the square that  
Black’s king had vacated 
earlier. 
22.c4xd5   e3-e2 
23.Kg1–h1               Re8-f8 
24.g3-g4
24.Rf5xf8 Rd8xf8 
25.Qe1–g1 c6-c5 is no 
better. 
24...                 Nc8-d6 
25.Qe1–f2               Nd6xf5 
26.g4xf5                   Rf8xf5 
0–1
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