
Hou Yifan convincingly 
defeated Humpy Koneru 
5.5-2.5  in their Women’s 
World Championship match 
recently. Hou Yifan’s first 
victory, which is given 
below, came in game three, 
reversing the trend of the 
first two games  where she 
was under slight pressure. 

Afterwards she played 
even more confidently in 
an impressive display at 
such a high-stakes event. 
As she has been competing 
internationally for so many 
years it is hard to believe 
that she is still only  
17 years old. 
  
H. Koneru - Hou Yifan 
Women’s World 
Championship Tirana 2011

1.d2-d4   e7-e6 
2.c2-c4                  Ng8-f6
3.Ng1–f3   d7-d5
4.Nb1–c3                  Bf8-b4
5.c4xd5   e6xd5
6.Bc1–g5   h7-h6
7.Bg5-h4   c7-c5 
8.e2-e3   c5-c4
 A recent new aggressive 
idea in this position. Black 
gains useful space on the 
queenside at the cost of 
development. 
9.Bf1–e2   g7-g5
10.Bh4-g3               Nf6-e4
11.Ra1–c1              Qd8-a5
12.Nf3-e5            Bb4xc3+ 
White develops a 
dangerous initiative after 
12...Ne4xc3 13.b2xc3 
Bb4xc3+ 14.Ke1–f1 Nb8-c6 
15.h2-h4.
13.b2xc3                 Nb8-c6
14.0–0       0–0
This natural move had not 
been played before. 

15.Be2-f3               Ne4xg3
16.f2xg3 
More ambitious than 
16.h2xg3, but that capture 
has the advantage of 
maintaining harmony in 
White’s pawn structure.
16...                Nc6xe5
17.d4xe5                  Bc8-e6
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18.Bf3-h5 
The most direct option. 
Other ideas were 18.h2-h4, 
or 18.Rf1–f2.
18...                Qa5xa2 
Active defence is the best 
option, this move also 
creates a powerful pawn 
majority on the queenside. 
19.Rf1–f6                Qa2-b2
The queen latches on to 
the rook on c1, reducing 
White’s attacking options.
20.Rf6xh6 
If the queen is driven back 
20.Rc1–c2 Qb2-b6 21.Rc2-
e2 Qb6-c7 22.Qd1–d4 
Qc7-b6 with repetition is a 
possible line.
20...                 Be6-f5
21.Rh6-f6 
Now 21.h2-h4 Ra8-e8 
is fine for Black. The 
alternative 21.Bh5-f3 Bf5-
g6 (If 21...Bf5-d3 22.Rh6-
h5 is annoying) 22.h2-h4 
Kg8-g7 23.h4xg5 leaves 
White with an unusual pawn 
structure, but matters are 
not that clear.
21...                 Bf5-e4
22.Bh5-f3 
It was better to play 22.Rf6-
f2 Qb2-b6 23.Qd1–d2 
planning Rc1–f1. 
22...                 Be4-d3 
The bishop is very powerful 
here, impeding White’s 
major pieces.
23.Qd1–e1
Too passive, Koneru 
should have tried 23.h2-h4 

now Hou Yifan grabs the 
initiative, which she never 
relinquishes.
23...                 Ra8-e8
24.Bf3xd5              Re8xe5
With Black’s rook having 
joined the fray, her king is 
no longer in serious danger 
and the queenside pawn 
majority looms large.
25.e3-e4                 Kg8-g7
26.Rf6-f2                Qb2-b6
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27.Qe1–d2 
There isn’t a good way  
to organise White’s pieces 
as 27.Kg1–h1 f7-f5 is 
strong.
27...                 Rf8-d8 
Another strong move 
exploiting the pinned rook.  
28.Qd2-b2 
Unfortunately, the 
exchange of queens is 
forced as 28.Kg1–h1 
Bd3xe4 29.Rf2xf7+ Kg7-h8 
wins a piece.
28...    f7-f5
29.Qb2xb6  a7xb6
30.Bd5xb7  f5xe4
A new passed pawn is 
created that proves just as 
potent.
31.Rf2-b2
The final error. 31.Rf2-a2 
Re5-e7 32.Bb7-a8 keeps 
the game going, albeit 
without much hope.
31...                 Re5-e7 
Driving the bishop off the 
long diagonal clears the 
path for the pawn. 
32.Bb7-c6
If 32.Bb7-a6 e4-e3 is 
decisive.
32...                Rd8-d6
33.Bc6-a4  e4-e3
34.Rc1–e1  e3-e2
35.Ba4-c2               Re7-f7
36.Bc2xd3  c4xd3
37.Rb2-d2               Rd6-f6 
0–1
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