
One year, after I had 
finished my last-round game 
in Wijk aan Zee, I was asked 
in the press room to find 
the best move in a series 
of positions, for a study. It 
didn’t sound like the most 
enticing post-tournament 
entertainment, but I decided 
to dive in at the deep end. 
However, my opponent 
wisely declined. 

I did my best, but didn’t 
find the task easy: one of 
the positions I failed on 
is shown in the diagram 
below, where we had to find 
White’s best move.

XABCDEFGHY

8-tr-wq-+k+(

7+-+-+pvlR'

6p+-+-+p+&

5+lwQpsN-zP-%

4-+-zP-+-+$

3+r+N+-+-#

2-zP-+-zPP+"

1mK-+-+-+R!

xabcdefghy

Ivan Sokolov, who was 
White, won with: 
32.Rh7-h8+           Bg7xh8
33.Rh1xh8+           Kg8xh8 
34.Ne5xf7+            Kh8-g8 
35.Nf7xd8              Rb8xd8 
36.Nd3-e5               Bb5-e8 
37.Qc5-e7               Rd8-b8 
38.Ne5-g4 
1–0

Well, missing a tactic can 
happen, but unfortunately 
this was the second time 
this combination had caused 
me problems. It so happens 
I was Black in this rapid 
game against Sokolov, from 
Prague 2002. 

I could have put up 
sturdier resistance if I 
had seen this coming. 
I commented to the 
organiser, as he was 
totalling up my not-too-
substantial score, that I 
remembered the position 
but not the solution. “We 
thought you might have got 
that one right!” he replied.

In the Russian school of 
chess (the English school 
of chess is more difficult 
to define unless holding 
weekend tournaments in 
educational establishments 
counts) such accidents 
would be carefully 
eliminated with rigorous 
training programmes, and 
this technique is detailed 
in a book entitled Chess 
Lessons by Vladimir Popov 
(qualitychess.co.uk).

The author follows 
several of his pupils, the 
best-known of whom are 
the Kosintseva sisters, 
currently ranked numbers 
four and five on the female 
rating list, showing the 
training positions on which 
he has tested them and 
relevant fragments from 
their games. 

This kind of book can be 
rather heavy going,  
but this interplay has 
a certain charm and is 
cheering when his students 
make plenty of mistakes 
as well. 

Here's a snappy sequence 
from the chapter aptly 
entitled Blow and Counter 
Blow taken from the game  
E. Mukhin  vs. S. Chekhelian. 
Moscow, 1973.  
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1...                 Bg7-h6 
2.Qg3-h3                 Bc6xd5 
3.Bf1–b5+ 
Exploiting the fact that 
Black’s queen is tied to  
the defence of the rook 
on c8.
3..                 Ke8-f8 
4.Qh3xh6+               Kf8-g8 
5.e4xd5                 Qc5xb5 
6.Rd2-d3 
1–0

I spotted another position 
that had made a big 
impression on me:
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M. Adams – G. Kasparov
Wijk aan Zee 2000

18...                   b7-b6 
19.Kg1–h1 
This is actually the position 
quoted in the book, but 
Garry’s next move, which 
I must say I found quite 
surprising, gained impact 
by being the second 
consecutive move with that 
piece.
19...                   b6-b5 
20.a4xb5  a6xb5 
21.Ra1xa8              Rf8xa8 
22.Nc3xb5              Ra8-a2 
Kasparov had judged that 
the activity of his pieces  
was sufficient compensation 
for the material, which, 
given my solid position, 
seemed rather far-fetched 
to me, but after...    
23.Kh1–g1              Ra2-b2 
24.Nb5-d4               Be6-d7 
25.h2-h3                  Qc5-a5 
26.Rf1–d1               Qa5-a2 
...the counter-play had 
become rather more 
convincing and the game 
ended in a draw after 
further adventures.
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